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Dear colleagues, 

As we prepare for a busy start to Semester 2, please find a selection of just-in-time resources below to support 
your learning and teaching. 

We encourage staff to join HELTA, a community of over 500 staff members engaging in inspiring activities, 
including workshops, research programs and mentoring. Don’t miss out on the next workshop scheduled for 
next Thursday ‘The Teaching-Research Nexus: different paths to a shared destination’ by joining the HELTA 
Teams site to register and stay updated on all upcoming events. 

A quick reminder that applications for ACU Grants, Awards and Citations are still open. Submissions for ACU 
Teaching Development Grants close on Monday, 19 August 2024 and nominations for ACU Citations and VC 
Awards close on Monday, 9 September. 

Please reach out to CEI@acu.edu.au if you require any support or guidance in your learning and teaching. All 
the best in your final preparations for the upcoming teaching period.  

Canvas news and workshops 

Stay informed about the latest Canvas features and improvements by checking Canvas releases. Some 
features are already available in the production environment on the indicated dates, while others are still in the 
beta testing environment. Click the title of a release or deploy notes to view the full details. 

Training and Workshops 
CEI are pleased to share a series of workshops aimed at supporting teaching staff with mastering specific 
Canvas features.  

The workshops will cover topics including creating quizzes, managing courses with large cohorts and grading 
submissions. There will also be drop-in sessions for staff requiring assistance with the rollover of units for the 
upcoming semester. 

Book a workshop now to secure your place or view July’s Canvas workshop menu to see what is on offer.  

Canvas Instance Merger 
We are thrilled to share that we will be consolidating ACU’s two Canvas platforms into one unified learning 
platform in time for ACU Term 4. This exciting change aims to create a more seamless and enriched learning 
experience for staff and students.  

Stay tuned for further updates and improvements coming soon. If you have any questions, please contact 
CEI@acu.edu.au.  

Student-Athlete Experience at ACU 

To increase knowledge and understanding of the challenges experienced by student-athletes, we are pleased 
to share a video resource developed with the Australian Institute of Sport and the ACU EAPP team. We 
encourage staff to access and share this video, which highlights the experience of one of our student-athletes. 
Watch "A Day in the Life of a Student Athlete". 

Research indicates that athletes can struggle with mental health when they transition out of sport particularly 
if they haven’t prepared for life after sport. Evidence suggests that successful student-athletes tend to have a 

https://staff.acu.edu.au/our_university/centre-for-education-and-innovation/higher-education-learning-and-teaching-academy
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fteam%2F19%253A69b6cd8c867a42d7835c7d90d1c565d1%2540thread.tacv2%2Fconversations%3FgroupId%3D59744777-fefe-4689-b542-aff941b0aff7%26tenantId%3D429af009-f196-448f-ae79-58c212a0f2ce&data=05%7C02%7CCEI%40acu.edu.au%7C7775bed551d14cfc616808dc697df5c6%7C429af009f196448fae7958c212a0f2ce%7C0%7C0%7C638501236915040009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGPJGKGGhKCYeZ%2FtgFNl%2FBS%2FeFJuWwxxiiFVBb9AFT4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fteam%2F19%253A69b6cd8c867a42d7835c7d90d1c565d1%2540thread.tacv2%2Fconversations%3FgroupId%3D59744777-fefe-4689-b542-aff941b0aff7%26tenantId%3D429af009-f196-448f-ae79-58c212a0f2ce&data=05%7C02%7CCEI%40acu.edu.au%7C7775bed551d14cfc616808dc697df5c6%7C429af009f196448fae7958c212a0f2ce%7C0%7C0%7C638501236915040009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rGPJGKGGhKCYeZ%2FtgFNl%2FBS%2FeFJuWwxxiiFVBb9AFT4%3D&reserved=0
https://staff.acu.edu.au/our_university/centre-for-education-and-innovation/scholarly-development-and-recognition/grants-citations-and-awards/acu-teaching-development-grants
https://staff.acu.edu.au/our_university/centre-for-education-and-innovation/scholarly-development-and-recognition/grants-citations-and-awards/acu-teaching-development-grants
https://staff.acu.edu.au/our_university/centre-for-education-and-innovation/scholarly-development-and-recognition/grants-citations-and-awards/acu-citations-and-vice-chancellor-teaching-awards
https://staff.acu.edu.au/our_university/centre-for-education-and-innovation/scholarly-development-and-recognition/grants-citations-and-awards/acu-citations-and-vice-chancellor-teaching-awards
mailto:CEI@acu.edu.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.canvaslms.com%2Ft5%2FCanvas-Releases%2Ftkb-p%2Fcanvas-release&data=05%7C02%7CElizabeth.Watson%40acu.edu.au%7C314c2a17e43c489a73b208dca60da04f%7C429af009f196448fae7958c212a0f2ce%7C0%7C0%7C638567824647586275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D13PR41DEx%2BrVKPS02EiW1UmNBRgiMkdZDHHvVZFzwA%3D&reserved=0
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/ACUCanvasTraining@myacu.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://cdnepceidigitalassetsprd.azureedge.net/documents/training/CanvasWorkshopMenuJuly2024.pdf
mailto:cei@acu.edu.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DCE36p6v2Myo&data=05%7C02%7CIsabella.Bilic%40acu.edu.au%7C118631aac4e34c3a931608dca45df261%7C429af009f196448fae7958c212a0f2ce%7C0%7C0%7C638565970613910998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sGtQA4sp20QepIKnA3WTp7uY3i7Gs%2Brj%2B9pEATv1DgY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DCE36p6v2Myo&data=05%7C02%7CIsabella.Bilic%40acu.edu.au%7C118631aac4e34c3a931608dca45df261%7C429af009f196448fae7958c212a0f2ce%7C0%7C0%7C638565970613910998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sGtQA4sp20QepIKnA3WTp7uY3i7Gs%2Brj%2B9pEATv1DgY%3D&reserved=0


   
 

Learning and Teaching Matters 18 July 2024 
2 

more successful transition out of sport. The academic success of student-athletes is also influenced by the 
involvement of various stakeholders, including academics. 

Alyse Wilcox, Ann-Marie Gibson and Justine Stynes have been exploring the student-athlete experience with 
the Elite Athlete and Performer Program (EAPP) at ACU. They documented the knowledge and experiences of 
various stakeholders regarding the challenges and resources that may hinder or support student-athletes. The 
research included input from ACU current and alumni student athletes, ACU academic staff, athlete wellbeing 
staff at National Sporting Organisations, and sports coaches. 

New resource: Supervising pre-HDR students  

A new supervising pre-HDR students resource is now available, designed to enhance the supervision of 
Masters and Honours research students. Developed through an ACU Teaching Development Grant, it is 
tailored to staff who supervise pre-HDR students but are not typically accredited PhD supervisors and may 
lack access to relevant resources and training.  

The resource offers an asynchronous learning experience with a monitored discussion forum. It has been 
designed with the potential to be a badged microcredential. With the new Microcredentials and Short Course 
Policy in place, CEI will be working through our professional learning resources to establish badging and 
pathways for possible accreditation.  

We encourage academics to share this valuable resource developed by Dr Jenny Martin and her cross-
disciplinary team with any staff involved in pre-HDR supervision. If you have any feedback, please contact 
Alison.Owens@acu.edu.au. 

Unmasking the truth: the SIFT approach to reliable sources 

In today's digital age, misinformation spreads rapidly. It is crucial that students have effective tools to evaluate 
online information. The SIFT method is a quick, practical approach to assessing digital content. SIFT stands for: 

1. Stop: Pause before sharing or acting on information.  
2. Investigate: Check the source's credibility.  
3. Find: Seek better coverage or context.  
4. Trace: Track claims to their original sources. 

This simple framework, developed by Mike Caulfield from University of Washington, helps students quickly 
determine if a source is trustworthy and accurate. It will enhance their critical thinking skills and encourage 
them to be more discerning consumers of information. 

The Evaluate Resources module in the Library's Assessment Help pages has been updated to provide students 
with information about the SIFT method. This may be a useful resource for your students, and you may wish to 
provide a link to the page from Canvas.  

Enrolment information sessions 

The Enrolments team will be hosting two information sessions in August. Both academic and professional staff 
are encouraged to attend to learn about key student enrolment processes and related regulations and policies. 

From the sessions, you will: 

• Dive deep into key student enrolment processes.  
• Find out why we do things the way we do (eg. Which Regulations and Policies apply) 
• Learn which Service Central forms to complete 
• Learn more about Banner, Student Connect and Argos 
• Find out where to get more information and help 
• Meet the brilliant minds behind the scenes.  

https://canvas.acu.edu.au/enroll/Y8LCXY
https://policy.acu.edu.au/document/view.php?id=204
https://policy.acu.edu.au/document/view.php?id=204
mailto:Alison.Owens@acu.edu.au
https://library.acu.edu.au/help/assessment-help/evaluate-resources
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Have your burning questions answered on the spot. Click on the link of your preferred session to read more 
sessions highlights and secure your spot:  

1. Monday, 5 August 2024 11:00 am – 12:00 pm AEDT   
2. Wednesday, 7 August 2024 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm AEDT  

If you're unable to join the live sessions the video recording and handbook will be posted on the E&SR 
SharePoint site. 

Credit Management System training and Census Date 

The Credit team runs monthly training sessions for new course coordinators on the last Wednesday of each 
month. The next scheduled training is at 10:30am, 31 July 2024. Please contact credit.admin@acu.edu.au if 
you wish to join. 

As we head towards the Semester 2 census date on 31 August 2024, we’d like to remind staff that assessing 
credit applications is critical for our students to adjust their enrolments without financial penalty. Please 
check your credit dashboard for any open tasks. 

Associate Deans Learning and Teaching – Contact Details  

Assoc Professor Jennifer 
Carpenter 

Associate Dean Learning Teaching 
and Governance, Faculty of 
Education and Arts 

Jennifer.Carpenter@acu.edu.au   

Dr Ian Elmer  
 
  

Acting Associate Dean, Learning 
and Teaching, Faculty of Theology 
and Philosophy 

Ian.Elmer@acu.edu.au  

Assoc Professor Stephen Guinea  Associate Dean, Learning, 
Teaching and Professional 
Experiences, Faculty of Health 
Sciences 

Stephen.Guinea@acu.edu.au  

Assoc Professor Bhavani Sridharan  Associate Dean (Learning 
Teaching and Accreditation), 
Faculty of Law and Business 

Bhavani.Sridharan@acu.edu.au  
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