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1. Discovery Program processes

The Discovery Program is designed to achieve the Australian Government’s
objectives for research and innovation.

This grant program contributes to the ARC’s Outcome 1, which is to grow knowledge and innovation
through managing research grants, measuring research excellence and providing advice.
There are five grant opportunities in the Discovery Program: Australian Laureate Fellowships; Future
Fellowships; Discovery Early Career Researcher Award;

Discovery Indigenous; and Discovery Projects.

The following process flowchart is relevant to all five grant opportunities.

7

The grant opportunity opens.
We (the ARC) publish the grant guidelines and advertise on GrantConnect.

7

You (the Administering Organisation) complete and submit an application.

7

We manage the assessment of all applications.
We manage the assessment of applications against eligibility criteria and assessment criteria
including an overall consideration of value for money.
Your application will be assigned to Detailed Assessors to undertake in-depth assessments. You will
have an opportunity to respond to Detailed Assessors’ written comments through a rejoinder.
Selection Advisory Committee (SAC) members will then assess Your application, consider the
Detailed Assessors’ ratings and comments and Your rejoinder and assign a final score.

7

We make grant recommendations.
The SAC will collectively consider all applications and recommend to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
the applications to be funded, and the level and duration of funding for each project.
The CEO will recommend to the Minister the applications to be funded, and the level and duration of
funding for each grant.

In making recommendations to the Minister the CEO will consider the applicant’s response to the
National Interest Test. The CEO will seek information from Administering Organisations on
applications where there is concern about how they meet the National Interest Test based on the
information provided in the application form. The CEO will make grant recommendations to the
Minister that satisfy the National Interest Test and which are eligible for funding.

The CEO may take into account any advice received on national security or other matters from
Commonwealth agencies.

W

Grant decisions are made.
The Minister decides which applications are approved, and the level of funding and duration of
funding for each approved project.
The Minister may consider the National Interest Test and any advice on national security risks in
determining which applications to approve.

7
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We notify You of the outcome.
We advise You if Your application was successful or not through Our Research Management System
(RMS).

7

We enter into a grant agreement with You.
We will enter into a grant agreement with You through RMS.

7

Delivery of the grant.
You undertake the grant activity and report to us as set out in Your grant agreement.
We manage the grant by monitoring Your progress and making payments.

7

Evaluation of the grant opportunity.
We evaluate the specific grant activity and the individual grant opportunity as a whole.
We will use information You provide to Us through Your reports to inform evaluations.
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Introduction

1.1. These grant guidelines establish the rules which govern the administration of the Discovery
Program including the application, eligibility, and selection processes to be followed and
the assessment criteria that will be used to select grantees.

1.2, These grant guidelines contain information for the Discovery Program schemes.
1.3. You and the named participants must read these grant guidelines before filling out an
application.
1.4, This document sets out:
a. the purpose of each of the Discovery Program schemes;
b. the general eligibility and assessment criteria applicable for all Discovery Program
schemes;
C. the additional specific eligibility and assessment criteria applicable to each scheme;
d. how applications are considered and selected;
e. how grantees are notified and receive grant payments;
f. how grantees will be monitored and evaluated; and
g. responsibilities and expectations in relation to each scheme.
1.5. In this document:
a. Sections 1 to 14 provide general information for all Discovery Program schemes; and
b. Parts A to D provide specific information about each scheme.
1.6. These grant guidelines are a legislative instrument current as at the date of signing by the

Minister and have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the ARC Act in
force at that date.
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2. About the Discovery Program

2.1, The Discovery Program is one of two Programs under the ARC National Competitive Grants
Program (NCGP).

Objectives

2.2, The Discovery Program aims to deliver outcomes of benefit to Australia and build
Australia’s research capacity through support for:

a. excellent, internationally-competitive research by individuals and teams;

b. research training and career opportunities for the best Australian and international
researchers;

C. international collaboration; and

d. research in Australian Government priority areas.

Intended outcome

2.3, The intended outcome of the Discovery Program is to contribute to the growth of
Australia’s research and innovation capacity. Increasing Australia’s research and innovation
capacity generates new knowledge and results in the development of new technologies,
products and ideas, the creation of jobs, economic growth and an enhanced quality of life
in Australia.

Scope and timeframes

2.4, Discovery Program grants are awarded on the basis of excellence through a competitive
peer review process for each grant opportunity.

2.5. Each Discovery Program grant opportunity is open for applications once a year or as
required.

2.6. These grant guidelines will be in effect from the date the Minister signs these grant
guidelines.

Key performance indicators

2.7. The Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for the Discovery Program are identified each year in
the ARC Portfolio Budget Statements and the ARC corporate plan. Reporting is provided
every year in Our annual report.

2.8. The KPIs focus on long-term outcomes as well as medium-term outcomes relating to
building Australia’s research capacity, for example, research careers and training,
contributions in areas of national need and research collaboration.

Other relevant information

2.9. The Discovery Program is undertaken according to the Australian Research Council Act 2001
(ARC Act) and the Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines (CGRGs).

About the Discovery Program grant opportunities

2.10. The schemes available under the Discovery Program are:

a. Australian Laureate Fellowships—Part A,
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b. Future Fellowships—Part B;

C. Discovery Early Career Researcher Award (DECRA)—Part C; and

d. Discovery Indigenous—Part D.
2.11. The schemes comprise:
a. three schemes which provide fellowships for individual researchers at different

stages of their careers:

- early career researchers through the DECRA,;

- mid-career researchers through Future Fellowships; and

- established researchers through Australian Laureate Fellowships.

b. the Discovery Indigenous scheme which provides project funding and fellowships for
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander researchers and may include a Discovery
Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Award (DAATSIA).

3. Grant amount and grant period

3.1. The ARC may provide funding for project and salary costs as detailed in Table 1. Further
details are provided in the scheme specific parts (Parts A to D) of these grant guidelines and
on the ‘Salaries and Stipends’ page of the ARC website.

3.2 Table 1: Discovery Program funding and grant duration.
Grant Opportunity | Funding for each grant:
Australian e salary and salary related (on-cost) support for the Australian
Laureate Laureate Fellow, for five consecutive years on a full-time basis
Fellowships e salary support for two Postdoctoral Research Associates (PDRA),
(Part A) for five years each

e stipend support for two Postgraduate Researchers (PGR), for
four years each

e project costs of up to $300,000 per year for five consecutive
years (which may be used to fund additional PDRAs and PGRs)

e up to an additional $20,000 per year for Kathleen Fitzpatrick or
Georgina Sweet Australian Laureate Fellows

Future Fellowships ® asalary and salary related (on-cost) support at one of three
(Part B) levels for the Future Fellow, for four consecutive years on a full-
time basis
e project costs of up to $60,000 per year for four consecutive
years

DECRA e asalary and salary related (on-cost) support for the DECRA
(Part C) recipient, for three consecutive years on a full-time basis
e project costs of up to $50,000 per year for three consecutive
years
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Grant Opportunity | Funding for each grant:

Discovery e asalary and salary related (on-cost) support at one of five levels
Indigenous for the DAATSIA recipient, for up to five consecutive years on a
(Part D) full-time basis

e project costs of between $30,000 and $500,000 per year for up
to five consecutive years, inclusive of the DAATSIA salary

4, Eligibility criteria

What are the eligibility requirements for applications?

4.1. You can only submit one application for the same project in any grant opportunity. This
includes applications which fundamentally have the same research intent, approach, and
outcomes, regardless of any variations in the research, the named participants and/or
organisations.

Who is eligible to apply for a grant?

4.2, We will only accept applications from the Eligible Organisations in Table 2.

4.3, The Eligible Organisation that submits the application will be the ‘Administering
Organisation’ and is referred to as ‘You’. All other Eligible Organisations named on the
application will be an ‘Other Eligible Organisation’.

4.4, Table 2: Eligible Organisations.
Organisation Name Organisation ABN
Australian Catholic University 15 050 192 660
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 62 020533 641

Islander Studies

Avondale University 53108 186 401

Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education 32039179 166

Bond University 88010694 121
Central Queensland University 39181103 288
Charles Darwin University 54 093 513 649
Charles Sturt University 83 878 708 551
Curtin University 99 143 842 569
Deakin University 56 721 584 203
Edith Cowan University 54 361 485 361
Federation University Australia 51818 692 256
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Organisation Name

Organisation ABN

Flinders University

65 542 596 200

Griffith University

78 106 094 461

James Cook University

46 253 211 955

La Trobe University

64 804 735 113

Macquarie University

90952 801 237

Monash University

12 377 614 012

Murdoch University

61616 369 313

Queensland University of Technology

83791724 622

Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
(RMIT University)

49 781 030 034

Southern Cross University

41995 651524

Swinburne University of Technology

13 628 586 699

The Australian National University

52 234 063 906

The University of Adelaide

61249 878 937

The University of Melbourne

84002 705 224

The University of New England

75792 454 315

The University of New South Wales

57195873179

The University of Newcastle

15736 576 735

The University of Notre Dame Australia

69 330 643 210

The University of Queensland

63942 912 684

The University of Sydney

15211513 464

The University of Western Australia

37 882 817 280

Torrens University Australia

99 154 937 005

University of Canberra

81633873422

University of Divinity

95290912 141

University of South Australia

37191313 308

Discovery Program Grant Guidelines (2021 edition)
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Organisation Name Organisation ABN

40 234 732 081
University of Tasmania 30764 374782
University of Technology Sydney 77 257 686 961
University of the Sunshine Coast 28 441 859 157
University of Wollongong 61 060 567 686
Victoria University 83776954 731
Western Sydney University 53014 069 881

Who is eligible to be a named participant?

4.5, Named participants are those individual researchers who are nominated for the particular
roles identified for each grant opportunity.

4.6. Roles that named participants may be nominated for under the Discovery Program are:
a. Australian Laureate Fellowship candidates (Part A);
b. Future Fellowship candidates (Part B);
c. DECRA candidates (Part C);
d. DAATSIA candidates (Part D);
e. Chief Investigators (Cls) (Part D); and

f. Partner Investigators (Pls) (Part D).

4.7. All Cls, Pls and candidates named in an application must:
a. satisfy the eligibility criteria for the role they are to perform;
b. take responsibility for the authorship and intellectual content of the application,

appropriately citing sources and acknowledging all significant contributions, including
from third parties; and

c. have met their obligations regarding previously funded projects, including submission
of satisfactory final reports to the ARC at the grant opportunity closing date.

4.8. Cls and ARC Fellows must not undertake an HDR during the project activity period.

4.9, A Project cannot start until all named participants meet the eligibility criteria in these grant
guidelines.

4.10. An application will not be considered where We have made a decision to exclude grant

applications involving a particular named participant for a period of time, whether or not
they otherwise meet the eligibility requirements.

What are the limits on the number of applications and projects per named
participant?

4.11. These limits only apply to Cls and candidates.
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4.12.

4.13.

4.14.

4.15.

4.16.

4.17.

5.

The limits are designed to ensure that named participants have the capacity to undertake
each project.

A named participant can be concurrently funded through the Discovery Program for a
maximum of:

a. two projects as a Cl; or
b. one ARC Fellowship and one project as a Cl; or
C. one ARC Fellowship or project if the individual is also a Director on an active ARC

Centre of Excellence and/or a Special Research Initiative project.

At the grant opportunity closing date for DECRA and Discovery Indigenous applications, We
will count:

a. the number of Discovery Program Cl roles or ARC Fellowships that the individual will
hold on active projects on the grant opportunity’s active project assessment date;

b. whether the named participant will hold an ARC Centres of Excellence and/or Special
Research Initiatives Director role on active projects on the grant opportunity’s active
project assessment date; and

C. the number of DECRA and Discovery Indigenous applications We are currently
assessing which include that participant as a Cl or candidate.

Applications for Australian Laureate Fellowships, Future Fellowships, ARC Centres of
Excellence or Special Research Initiatives do not need to meet the project limit
requirements at the grant opportunity closing date. If an Australian Laureate Fellowships,
Future Fellowships, ARC Centres of Excellence or Special Research Initiatives application is
successful, named participants must meet the project limits under section 4.13 before the
project can start. Project limits can be met by relinquishing existing active project(s), or
relinquishing role(s) on existing active projects, or withdrawing application(s) that would
exceed the project limits. This does not need to occur until all applications are announced.

If a role or Project must be relinquished to meet the limits at the grant opportunity closing
date for a DECRA and Discovery Indigenous application, We must approve the Variation
before the grant opportunity closing date. Any relinquishment Variation submitted or
approved after the grant opportunity closing date will not be taken into account when
counting the number of projects under section 4.14.

It is Your responsibility to determine if applying for, or holding, a project under these grant
guidelines will affect an individual researcher’s eligibility for other ARC grant opportunities
as other ARC grant opportunities may have different project limits. We reserve the right to
change project and application limits in future grant opportunities.

What the grant money can be used for

Eligible grant activities

5.1.

The Discovery Program supports research activities that meet the definition of ‘research’.

Ineligible grant activities

5.2,

The Discovery Program does not support applications that involve Medical Research, as
detailed in the ARC Medical Research Policy on the ARC website.
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5.3. We cannot fund the same research activities, infrastructure or project previously funded or
currently being funded through any other Commonwealth grant.

5.4, The Discovery Program does not support activities leading solely to the creation or
performance of a work of art, including visual art, musical compositions, drama, dance,
film, broadcasts, designs and literary works, unless those works are directly related to the
projects activities and demonstrably research based.

What grant funds can be used for

5.5. You can only spend the grant on eligible expenditure items that directly support the project
and in accordance with any additional special conditions in the grant agreement.

5.6. Eligible expenditure items are:
a. personnel, which may include:

i. salary support, for example postdoctoral research associates, research
assistants, technicians and laboratory attendants. Salary support must be
requested at an appropriate salary level for Your organisation, including 30 per
cent on-costs. Where the relevant parts of these grant guidelines contain a
specified salary level, only funding up to this level may be requested from Us;

ii. stipends for 1.0 full time equivalent (FTE) HDR at the level indicated on the
‘Salaries and Stipends’ page of the ARC website;

ili. expertservices of a third party if the services are directly related to and essential
for the project. Such services include, but are not limited to:

= Janguage translation services, transcribing services
= purchase of bibliographical or archival material (electronic or hard copy)

= data collection and analysis services

b. teaching relief for Cls, as specified in the relevant part of these grant guidelines (see
Part D);
C. travel costs essential to the project, as specified in the relevant part of these grant

guidelines (see Parts B — D);

d. expenditure on field research essential to the project, including technical and
logistical support and travel expenses (accommodation, meals and incidental costs).
If Your proposed research project includes Antarctic research that will require
logistical support, contact the Australian Antarctic Division for advice about available
logistical support prior to submitting Your application;

e. equipment (and its maintenance) and consumables essential for the project. Funding
will not be provided for equipment or consumables that are considered to be for
broad general use;

f. other, which may include:

i.  access to national and international research and infrastructure facilities
including specialist archives, collections and databases;

ii. access to technical workshop services linked to and justified explicitly against the
project (for example, machine tools and qualified technicians);
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iii. publication and dissemination of project research outputs and outreach activity
costs;

iv. specialised computer equipment and software essential to the project;
v. web hosting and web development specific to the project;

vi. workshops, focus groups and conferences that are essential for the conduct of
the project (including reasonable hospitality costs such as morning tea, lunch
and afternoon tea); and

vii. reasonable essential costs to allow a participant who is a carer, or who
personally requires care or assistance, to undertake travel essential to the
project.

What grant funds cannot be used for

5.7. Unless the following activities meet the definition of research, the Discovery Program does
not support production of:

a. computer programs, research aids and tools;

b. data warehouses, catalogues or bibliographies; or

C. teaching materials.

5.8. You cannot request or use grant funds for the following activities:

a. basic facilities that should normally be funded by an Administering Organisation,
and/or Other Eligible Organisation (including standard refurbishment costs of a
laboratory);

b. capital works and general infrastructure costs;

C. costs not directly related to the project, including but not limited to professional
membership fees, professional development courses, fees for patent application and
maintenance, equipment for live music or drama performances, equipment for
gallery/museum exhibits, visas, relocation costs, entertainment costs, purchase of
alcohol, insurance, mobile phones (purchase or call charges) and other indirect costs;

d. fees for international students or the Higher Education Contribution Scheme (HECS)
and Higher Education Loan Program (HELP) liabilities for students;

e. salaries and/or on-costs and/or HDR stipends for Cls or PlIs, in whole or in part; and

f. salary top ups for personnel above the salary level specified in these grant guidelines

or published on the ‘Salaries and Stipends’ page of the ARC website (any top-up
salary or stipend support required in order to comply with institutional levels may be
provided by funds other than ARC funds).

What basic facilities must be provided

5.9. The following basic facilities must be provided (where relevant) and funded by You, or the
Other Eligible Organisation(s) and are not funded by the grant:

a.
b.

C.

bench fees or similar laboratory access fees;
access to a basic library collection;

access to film or music editing facilities;

Discovery Program Grant Guidelines (2021 edition) 17



6.2.

7.2.

7.3.

7.4.

7.5.

d. work accommodation (for example, laboratory and office space, suitably equipped
and furnished);

e. basic computer facilities such as desktop computers, portable computer devices,
printers, word processing, and other standard software; and

f. standard reference materials or funds for abstracting services.

The assessment criteria

You must address all of the relevant assessment criteria in Your application. We will assess
your application based on the weighting given to each criterion. Different weightings are
assigned to individual criterion.

The application form asks questions that relate to the assessment criteria. The amount of
detail and supporting evidence You provide in Your application should be relative to the
project size, complexity and grant amount requested. The application form includes
character, word and page limits.

How to apply

Before You submit an application, You and the named participants must read these grant
guidelines, the relevant part of this document for the appropriate grant opportunity, the
Instructions to Applicants, and the draft grant agreement. These documents may be found
on GrantConnect. Any alterations and addenda will be published on GrantConnect and by
registering on this website you will be automatically notified of any changes.

To apply, You must:

a. complete the application form in the format We require as detailed in the
Instructions to Applicants;

b. address all of the eligibility and assessment criteria;

c. make sure that Your application is submitted in accordance with these grant
guidelines, grant agreement, Instructions to Applicants and application form. You
must only submit an application if it and the named participants will be eligible for
the grant opportunity as per these grant guidelines;

d. certify that the application is compliant with these grant guidelines and all relevant
laws and regulations including having regard to the Guidelines to Counter Foreign
Interference in the Australian University Sector published on the Department of
Education, Skills and Employment website;

e. submit Your application through Your Research Office; and

f. ensure that the person assigned the Research Office Delegate role in RMS is
authorised to certify and submit applications.

You are responsible for ensuring that Your application is complete and all details in the
application are accurate and current at the time of submission.

You cannot change Your application after the grant opportunity closing date and time,
unless invited by the ARC.

We reserve the right at any point in the process to seek evidence from You to support the
certification of applications.
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7.6. In-kind contributions in the budget section of the application should not include basic salary
for any Commonwealth Fellowships, unless it is salary over and above the Commonwealth
component supported.

7.7. The application form includes help information and further information is in the
Instructions to Applicants document on GrantConnect. If you have any technical
difficulties, please contact arc-systems@arc.gov.au.

Attachments to the application

7.8. You must attach supporting documentation to the application form in line with the
instructions provided in the form or in the Instructions to Applicants. You should only
attach requested documents. We will not consider information in attachments that We do
not request.

Timing of the grant opportunities
7.9. We publish open and closing times for submission of applications on GrantConnect.

7.10. You must submit Your application to Us between the grant opportunity opening and closing
date and time specified on GrantConnect. We will not accept late applications, other than
in exceptional circumstances (such as due to natural disasters) in which case We will discuss
this with You, and if We agree, invite You to make a late application.

7.11. If you are successful, a grant will commence on the grant commencement date for the
grant opportunity (available on the ARC website), after Ministerial announcement, or in line
with other arrangements that are approved by Us.

Questions during the application period
7.12. Questions during the application period should be directed to Your Research Office.
Answers to frequently asked questions may also be posted on GrantConnect.

Withdrawing an application

7.13. We may approve the withdrawal of an application upon receipt of a written request with
justification from You. We will only approve such a request in exceptional circumstances.

8. The grant selection process
8.1. All applications will be considered through a competitive peer review process.
8.2. We manage the assessment of applications. Further information about the assessment

process is available on the ARC website.

8.3. We may seek advice on national security or other matters from Commonwealth agencies in
relation to the application.

8.4. We may seek information from You regarding due diligence activities in relation to the
application.

What is the grant assessment process?

Eligibility criteria assessment

8.5. We will review Your application against the eligibility criteria.
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8.6.

8.7.

We may determine whether an application meets the eligibility requirements in these grant
guidelines at any stage during assessment of the application.

If an application is ineligible, the application may not be progressed through the
assessment process and We must not recommend the application for funding.

The assessment process

8.8.

8.9.

8.10.

8.11.

8.12.

8.13.

8.14.

All applications which meet the eligibility criteria will be assessed and merit ranked using all
assessment criteria.

If We consider that an application is incomplete We may in Our discretion decide to
recommend that the application not be approved for a grant.

If We consider that an application is inaccurate or contains false or misleading information,
or is otherwise a breach of the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research, We
will in Our discretion decide to recommend that the application not be approved for a
grant.

Your application will be considered on its merits, based on:

a. how well it meets the assessment criteria;
b. how it is ranked against other applications; and
C. whether it provides value for money (as defined in the Glossary).

During the assessment process, We may request additional information which does not
change the nature of Your application.

The process that We will undertake includes the following steps.

a. We assign applications to General Assessors.

b. Applications are assigned to Detailed Assessors. In assigning assessors We may take
requests not to assess into account (see below for further information on this
process).

C. Detailed Assessors provide assessments to Us with scores and written comments

against assessment criteria for each application.

d. Applicants are provided with Detailed Assessors’ comments and are invited to submit
a rejoinder (see below for further information on this process).

e. Applications, scores and comments provided in the detailed assessments and the
applicant’s rejoinder are provided to the General Assessors for consideration.
General Assessors assign their own scores against the assessment criteria.

f. The SAC meets to discuss the ranking of each application relative to other
applications and determines funding recommendations.

The SAC makes recommendations to the CEO on which applications should be approved for
funding, which applications should not be approved for funding, and the level of funding
and duration of each grant.

National Interest Test

8.15.

On the application form, applicants must provide a separate response on the national
interest of the research proposal.
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8.16.

In making recommendations to the Minister, the CEO will:

a. consider the recommendations from the SAC;
b. consider the applicant’s response to the National Interest Test;
C. seek information from Administering Organisations on applications where there is

concern about how they meet the National Interest Test based on the information
provided in the application form; and

d. make grant recommendations to the Minister that satisfy the National Interest Test
and which are eligible for funding.

Requests not to assess process

8.17.

8.18.

8.19.

8.20.

You may name up to three persons whom You do not wish to assess an application by
submitting a ‘Request Not to Assess’ form in RMS as detailed on GrantConnect and on the
ARC website. This form must be received by Us two weeks prior to the grant opportunity
closing date.

Only one request containing the names of up to three individual assessors may be
submitted per application.

If a request includes the name of a current ARC College of Experts member, as listed on the
ARC website or in RMS at the time of submitting the ‘Request Not to Assess’ form, the
request must be accompanied by comprehensive evidence justifying the request for the
ARC College of Experts member or members named. If We consider the evidence is not
sufficient for the named ARC College of Experts member or members, We will reject part,
or all of the request.

We have discretion about whether We accept or refuse a ‘Request Not to Assess’. We will
not notify You of the outcome.

Rejoinder process

8.21.

You will be given the opportunity to respond to assessors’ written comments through a
rejoinder. Names of assessors will not be provided. Further information on the rejoinder
process is available on the ARC website.

Who will assess applications?

8.22.

8.23.

8.24.

8.25.

Applications will be assessed by Detailed Assessors and a SAC comprising General
Assessors.

Any Detailed Assessors or General Assessors must adhere to and uphold the Australian
Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (2018).

Any College of Experts or SAC members who are not a Commonwealth Official will be
required to perform their duties in accordance with the CGRGs.

We have procedures in place for managing organisational and personal Conflicts of Interest
for Detailed Assessors, SAC members and ARC staff. Details of these procedures are in the
relevant section of these grant guidelines and in the ARC’s Conflict of Interest and
Confidentiality Policy available on the ARC website.
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Who will approve grants?

8.26.

8.27.

8.28.

8.29.

8.30.

8.31.

8.32.

9.2

9.3.

In accordance with the ARC Act, Our CEO will submit grant recommendations to the
Minister for consideration.

The CEO may seek advice on national security or other matters from Commonwealth
agencies before making recommendations. The CEO will make recommendations for
funding to the Minister based on any number of assessments and may take into account
any advice received on national security or other matters from Commonwealth agencies.

Under the ARC Act, the Minister may (but is not required to) rely solely on
recommendations made by the CEO.

The Minister will determine which grants to approve. In addition to the assessment criteria
set out in these grant guidelines, the Minister may consider the National Interest Test and
any advice on national security risks in determining which applications to approve.

The Minister’s decision is final in all matters, including:

a. the approval of the grant;

b. the grant funding amount to be awarded,;
C. the duration of the grant; and

d. the terms and conditions of the grant.

The ARC Act states that the Minister must not approve a grant for any application that fails
to:

a. meet the eligibility criteria;
b. comply with the assessment process; and
c. satisfy the requirements for financial assistance.

There is no ARC appeal mechanism for decisions to approve or not approve a grant. We will
consider appeals against the administrative process as specified at section 13 of these grant
guidelines.

Notification of application outcomes

We will advise you of the outcome of Your application via RMS, following a decision by the
Minister.

If You are unsuccessful, You may be able to submit a new application for the same, or
similar, research application in future grant opportunities. This will depend on the specific
provisions of the grant opportunity You are applying for. You should include new or more
information to address any weaknesses that may have prevented Your previous application
from being successful.

If Your application is found to be ineligible, You will be notified of this through RMS.

Feedback on Your application

9.4.

Feedback will be provided on eligible applications through RMS.
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10. Successful grant applications

The grant agreement

10.1. If You are successful, You must enter into a legally binding grant agreement with the
Commonwealth represented by the ARC.

10.2. We use the ARC Discovery Program grant agreement which contains standard terms and
conditions that cannot be changed. A sample grant agreement is available on
GrantConnect. Any special conditions attached to the grant will be identified in the grant
offer.

10.3. You will have 30 calendar days from the date of the grant offer to execute this grant
agreement with the Commonwealth.

10.4. We must execute a grant agreement with You before We can make any payments. We are
not responsible for any of Your project expenditure until a grant agreement is executed.
You must not start any activities until all third party agreements are executed.

Specific research policies and practices

10.5. You and each participant are required to be compliant with all relevant laws and
regulations and have regard to any relevant guidelines.

Responsible and ethical research practices

10.6. All applications and ARC-funded research projects must comply with the requirements for
responsible and ethical research practice specified in the Australian Code for the
Responsible Conduct of Research and the codes, guidelines, practices and policies on the
ARC website.

10.7. An ethics plan must be in place prior to the commencement of the project in line with the
grant agreement.

Intellectual Property

10.8. We do not claim ownership of any intellectual property in an application or in any research
arising from a project. All research projects funded by us must comply with practices and
policies on the ARC website.

Publication and dissemination of research outputs and research data

10.9. All research projects funded by us must comply with the ARC Open Access Policy on the
dissemination of research findings, which is on the ARC website.

10.10. A data management plan must be developed prior to the commencement of the project in
line with the grant agreement.

10.11. We strongly encourage the depositing of data arising from a project in an appropriate
publicly accessible discipline and/or institutional repository.

10.12.  All participants applying for grants are encouraged to have a persistent digital identifier
such as an Open Researcher and Contributor Identifier (ORCID ID) in their RMS Profile.
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How We pay the grant

10.13.

10.14.
10.15.

10.16.
10.17.

10.18.

Payments will be made as set out in the grant agreement. Grant funding will typically be
paid monthly through Our payment system.

The grant offer will specify the approved grant amount to be paid.

We will not pay more than the approved grant amount under any circumstances. If you
incur extra costs, You must meet them.

Grant funding may be subject to indexation.

Once the grant agreement is executed by the Commonwealth payment will be made on the
next available date for grant payments after the grant commencement date.

Any grant awarded will be subject to sufficient funds being available for the project, the
provisions of the ARC Act and the continued satisfactory progress of the project.

Grants Payments and GST

10.15.

10.20.

11.
11.1.

11.2.

11.3.

11.4.

12.

All amounts referred to in these grant guidelines are exclusive of the goods and services tax
(GST), unless expressly stated otherwise.

You are responsible for any and all financial and taxation implications associated with
receiving funds.

Announcement of grants

If successful, Your grant will be listed on GrantConnect 21 calendar days after the date of
effect as required by Section 5.3 of the CGRGs.

We will publicise and report offers and grants awarded, including the following information
about the project:

a. Your name and any other parties involved in or associated with the project;
b. named participants and their organisations;

C. the project description (the title and summary descriptions);

d. Your response to the National Interest Test;

e. classifications and international collaboration country names; and

f. the ARC grant funding amount.

You should ensure that information contained in the project title and summary descriptions
will not compromise Your requirements for confidentiality (such as protection of
intellectual property).

In making public information about a project that has been approved for a grant, We may
use a project description, including title and summary, which differs from that provided in
the application.

How We monitor Your grant activity

Keeping Us informed

12.1.

You must let Us know if anything is likely to affect Your project.
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