
MARCH

1 Zero Discrimination Day 
(UN)

4 Shrove Tuesday

5 Ash Wednesday

8 International Women’s Day 
(IWD)

9 First Sunday of Lent

13-14 Holi (Hindu Festival of 
Colours)

17-23 Respect at Uni Week

17-23 Harmony Week

17-23 Neurodiversity Celebration 
Week

20 International Day of 
Happiness (UN)

20 National Close the Gap Day

21 International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (UN)

21 World Down Syndrome Day 
(UN)

30 Eid Al Fitr (celebration for 
the end of Ramadan)

FEBRUARY

1-7 World Interfaith  
Harmony Week (UN)

11 International Day of 
Women and Girls in 
Science (UN)

13 National Apology  
Anniversary

20 World Day of Social Justice 
(UN)

NOVEMBER

1 All Saints Day

2 All Soul’s Day

11 Remembrance Day

16 International Day for 
Tolerance

17 World Day of the Poor

20 World Children’s Day (UN) 

20 World Philosophy Day (UN) 

25 International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence 
against Women (UN) (16 
Days of Activism against 
Gender-Based Violence 
Campaign)

30 First Day of Advent
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JULY

1 Coming of the Light Festival 
for Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples

6-13 National NAIDOC Week 

27 World Day for Grandparents 
and the Elderly

30 International Day of 
Friendship (UN)

JANUARY

1 World Day of Peace

2 World Braille Day

19 World Religion Day

24 International Day of  
Education (UN)

26 Australia Day

27 International Day of  
Commemoration in Memory 
of the Victims of the  
Holocaust (UN)

29 Lunar / Chinese New Year

AUGUST

4 National Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
Children’s Day

1-7 World Breastfeeding Week 
(UN)

8 Feast of St Mary 
MacKillop, Patron Saint 
of ACU

9 International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous 
Peoples (UN)

12 International Youth Day 
(UN)

18-22 ACU NAIDOC Week

22 International Day 
Commemorating the 
Victims of Acts of Violence 
Based on Religion or Belief 
(UN)

29 Wear it Purple Day

31 International Day for 
People of African Descent 
(UN)

SEPTEMBER

1-5 Women’s Health Week 

 1-7 National Child Protection 
Week 

10 World Suicide Prevention 
Day

11 RUOK Day

18 International Equal Pay 
Day (UN)

21 International Day of Peace 
(UN) 

22-24 Rosh Hashanah (Jewish 
New Year)

23 International Day of Sign 
Languages (UN)

OCTOBER 

1 International Day of Older 
Persons (UN)

1-2 Yom Kippur  
(Day of Atonement)

1-31 Mental Health Month

2 International Day of  
Non-Violence (UN) 

10 World Mental Health Day

11 International Day of the 
Girl Child (UN)

12-18 Carers Week 

20 Diwali (Festival of Light)

24 United Nations Day (UN) 

MAY

15 International Day of  
Families (UN)

15 Global Accessibility  
Awareness Day (GAAD)

17 International Day Against 
LGBTQIA+ Discrimination 
(IDAHOBIT)

21 World Day for Cultural 
Diversity for Dialogue and 
Development (UN)

23 Vesak/Wesak Day  
(Buddhist celebration)

26 National Sorry Day

27-3 National Reconciliation 
Week

JUNE

1-30 World Pride Month

1 Global Day of Parents 
(UN)

3 Mabo Day (end of 
Reconciliation Week)

5 World Environment Day 
(UN)

15 World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day (UN)

20 World Refugee Day (UN)

15-21 Refugee Week

21 International Day of the 
Celebration of the Solstice 
(UN)

DECEMBER

1 World AIDS Day

3 International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities 
(UN)

14-22 Hannukah

10 Human Rights Day (UN)

18 International Migrants 
Day (UN)

25 Christmas Day

This calendar is a useful resource 
when planning events and 
initiatives to acknowledge and 
celebrate inclusion. It’s also an 
opportunity for you to learn more 
about significant days for our 
diverse university community by 
visiting the embedded links. 

Please note, this calendar does not cover all religious, cultural or health events, or other days of significance. For more information, 
refer to the Australian Government’s Calendar of Cultural and Religious Dates, the World Health Organisation’s Global Health 
Calendar Days, the United Nations’ International Days and Weeks and the Diversity Council of Australia’s D&I Calendar.
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Disclaimer (January 2025): Information 
correct at time of printing. The university 
reserves the right to amend, cancel or otherwise 
modify the content without notice.

APRIL 

2 World Autism Awareness 
Day (UN)

7 World Health Day (UN)

12-20 Passover (Jewish Festival)

13 Palm Sunday

17 Holy (Maundy) Thursday

18 Good Friday (Easter)

20 Easter Sunday

25 Anzac Day

28 World Day for Safety and 
Health at Work (UN)

https://www.unaids.org/en/2024-zero-discrimination-day#:~:text=1%20March%20this%20year%20is,a%20part%20in%20ending%20discrimination.
https://www.unaids.org/en/2024-zero-discrimination-day#:~:text=1%20March%20this%20year%20is,a%20part%20in%20ending%20discrimination.
https://www.un.org/en/observances/womens-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/womens-day/
https://www.acu.edu.au/emergency-and-safety/respect-now-always
https://www.harmony.gov.au/
https://www.neurodiversityweek.com/
https://www.neurodiversityweek.com/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/happiness-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/happiness-day
https://closethegap.org.au/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-racism-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-racism-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-racism-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/down-syndrome-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/interfaith-harmony-week
https://www.un.org/en/observances/interfaith-harmony-week
https://www.un.org/en/observances/women-and-girls-in-science-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/women-and-girls-in-science-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/women-and-girls-in-science-day/
https://www.indigenous.gov.au/reconciliation/apology-australias-indigenous-peoples
https://www.indigenous.gov.au/reconciliation/apology-australias-indigenous-peoples
https://www.un.org/en/observances/social-justice-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/social-justice-day
https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/remembrance-day
https://www.unesco.org/ar/days/tolerance
https://www.unesco.org/ar/days/tolerance
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-childrens-day
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/philosophy
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.naidoc.org.au/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/worlddayforgrandparentsandtheelderly/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/worlddayforgrandparentsandtheelderly/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/friendship-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/friendship-day
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/war-and-peace/world-day-of-peace
https://www.un.org/en/observances/braille-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/education-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/education-day
https://www.australiaday.org.au/
https://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/observance
https://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/observance
https://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/observance
https://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/observance
https://www.snaicc.org.au/
https://www.snaicc.org.au/
https://www.snaicc.org.au/
https://www.who.int/health-topics/breastfeeding#tab=tab_1
https://www.un.org/en/observances/indigenous-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/indigenous-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/indigenous-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/youth-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/religious-based-violence-victims-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/religious-based-violence-victims-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/religious-based-violence-victims-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/religious-based-violence-victims-day
https://www.wearitpurple.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/african-descent-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/african-descent-day
https://www.jeanhailes.org.au/womens-health-week
https://www.napcan.org.au/ncpw/
https://www.napcan.org.au/ncpw/
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-suicide-prevention-day
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-suicide-prevention-day
https://www.ruok.org.au/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace
https://www.un.org/en/observances/sign-languages-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/sign-languages-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day
https://mhaustralia.org/media-releases/look-after-your-mental-health-october
https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-violence-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-violence-day
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-mental-health-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/girl-child-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/girl-child-day
https://carersweek.com.au/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/un-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://accessibility.day/
https://accessibility.day/
https://www.idahobit.org.au/
https://www.idahobit.org.au/
https://www.idahobit.org.au/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cultural-diversity-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cultural-diversity-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cultural-diversity-day
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-sorry-day-2020/
https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/
https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/parents-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/parents-day
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/commemorating-mabo-day/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/commemorating-mabo-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/environment-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/environment-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/elder-abuse-awareness-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/elder-abuse-awareness-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/refugee-day
https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/)
https://www.un.org/en/observances/solstice-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/solstice-day
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-aids-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/migrants-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/migrants-day
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/our-portfolios/multicultural-affairs/about-multicultural-affairs/calendar-of-cultural-and-religious-dates
https://www.who.int/campaigns
https://www.who.int/campaigns
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-days-and-weeks
https://www.dca.org.au/resources/di-planning/di-days-dates
https://www.un.org/en/observances/autism-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/autism-day
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day
https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/anzac-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/work-safety-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/work-safety-day

