Grading rubric for online discussion 
(Author: Professor Geoffrey Crisp, RMIT; Project leader, Transforming Assessment)
	Criterion
	Excellent
	Good
	Acceptable
	Below standard

	Analysis and critical thinking
	Entry is highly relevant, insightful and shows comprehensive analysis and depth; draws relevant conclusions from information presented
	Entry is relevant, insightful and shows thoughtful analysis; summarizes known information
	Entry is relevant, but superficial, with minimal analysis; recalls known information
	Entry is not relevant; no analysis 

	Integration
	Entry contains new content and critiques responses from other students
	Entry related to topic and comments on responses from other students
	Entry related to topic and only agrees or disagrees with responses from other students
	Entry marginally or not related to topic and no mention of responses from other students

	Resources
	Provides appropriate references to literature to support own entry and the critique of responses from other students
	Provides appropriate references to literature to support own entry and general references for comments on responses from other students
	Provides general references to literature to support own entry but not to comments on responses from other students
	No references or citations

	Individual contribution
	New ideas presented which add significantly to the discussion
	New ideas presented which are relevant to the discussion
	Common knowledge only presented
	Restating course content already presented; or misses the point

	Milestones
	Exceeded number of minimum entries; responded without prompting
	Completed minimum number of entries; responded without prompting
	Completed minimum number of entries, but responded when reminded
	Did not contribute unless prompted; some entries missing

	Language and grammar
	Scholarly language with minimal grammatical errors
	Appropriate language with minimal grammatical errors
	Common use of language with some grammatical errors
	Misuse of language, difficult to understand, significant grammatical errors


